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Memorial Middle students began the

new year in a brand new school when

classes resumed on Monday, January

5, 2009. The facility was rebuilt on the

site of the existing campus, which is

located next to Catalina Elementary.

The school board approved a $36.6

million budget for the project.

“The new Memorial Middle School is a

great example of the school district

investing in established communities,”

said School Board Member Kathleen

“KAT” Gordon (District 5). “Thanks to

the half-penny sales tax approved by

the voters of Orange County, all

children will have a better chance for

success in their new and improved

schools.”

The new look of the school includes:

47 classrooms in a three-story

building, a secure courtyard and

upgraded athletic fields. The school

for the most part is new, except for a

few buildings that were renovated

instead of rebuilt due to state

regulations.

“No matter if we are renovating or

rebuilding schools, our goal is to

provide safe learning and working

environments,” said Superintendent

Ronald Blocker. “Despite these very

difficult economic times we have

been able to keep our building

program within or under budget and

on schedule.”

“Making improvements to a school is

more than just a construction project.

It is also an opportunity to inspire and

excite the surrounding community,”

said Chief Facilities Officer Bob Proie.

“Looking at the Memorial Middle

School project, I feel just about

everyone in the neighborhood is very

pleased with the finished product.”
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