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This address was delivered by School Board Chair Bill Sublette and 
Superintendent Barbara Jenkins at the DoubleTree by Hilton Downtown 
Orlando on May 17, 2017. The event was sponsored by CFE Federal 
Credit Union; Herff Jones; Jostens; Valencia College and West 
Corporation. Community sponsors included AXA Advisors; Central Florida 
Hotel and Lodging Association; Downtown Orlando Development Board; 
Duke Energy; Greater Orlando Builders Association; Terminix; and 
University of Central Florida College of Education and Human 
Performance. Chairman Sublette was introduced by Rich Maladecki, 
President and CEO of CFHLA. 
	
	
BILL	SUBLETTE	
		
Good	morning	and	welcome	to	the	7th	Annual	State	of	the	Schools.	On	behalf	of	myself	and	my	
fellow	Board	members,	thank	you	for	your	support	of	public	education.	
	
As	we	are	constantly	reminded,	we	just	came	through	a	bruising	national	election.	While	
pundits,	armchair	analysts,	and	political	junkies	can	exhaustively	debate	what	exactly	
happened,	I	am	certain	of	one	thing,	American	public	education	took	it	on	the	chin.		
	
I	don’t	know	about	you,	but	I	believe	it’s	time	we	hit	head	on	the	myths,	the	fictions,	the	
outright	misrepresentations	being	said	about	public	education.	In	fact,	I	believe	all	of	us	in	
education	have	a	responsibility	to	speak	out	and	help	our	community	separate	fact	from	fiction	
when	it	comes	to	our	schools.	
	
So,	today	we’re	here	to	do	three	things.	First,	to	chip	away	at	the	falsehoods	and	fiction	
surrounding	public	education	in	America.	Second,	to	highlight	our	accomplishments.	And	third,	
to	unveil	some	exciting	new	initiatives	on	the	way.	
	
So,	let	us	begin.	
	
America’s	urban	schools	are	failing!?	Fact	or	fiction?	
		
BARBARA	JENKINS	
	
Fiction.	The	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	the	quality	of	American	public	education	in	our	urban	
centers	has	never	been	better.	Take	a	look	at	the	screens.	What	they	show	is	that	America’s	
large	city,	or	urban	schools	have	made	dramatic	gains	over	the	past	decade	as	measured	by	the	



National	Assessment	of	Educational	Progress,	or	NAEP,	considered	to	be	the	gold	standard	of	
measuring	academic	progress.	
	
At	OCPS,	an	urban	school	district	in	every	sense	of	the	word,	we	are	proud	of	the	fact	that	our	
students,	and	our	schools,	are	succeeding.	Nowhere	is	this	more	evident	than	in	the	single	most	
important	metric	we	measure	ourselves	with	-	our	graduation	rate.	Today,	the	graduation	rate	
at	our	19	traditional	high	schools	stands	at	92	percent,	up	from	49	percent	in	2000.	
		
One	large	reason	for	our	success	is	the	pride	our	community	has	in	our	schools	-	pride	reflected	
in	your	willingness	to	fund	public	education.	Take	a	look	at	some	of	our	newly	renovated	or	
opened	schools	on	the	screens.	Because	of	your	support	of	the	half-cent	sales	tax	in	2002,	and	
again	in	2014,	we’ve	opened	43	new	schools	since	2003	-	yes,	you	heard	me	right,	43!	-	and	
replaced	or	renovated	101	schools.	We	grew	by	6,000	students	this	year	and	we	are	the	second	
fastest	growing	district	in	the	state.	Next	year	we	will	open	six	new	schools,	and	on	the	map	on	
the	screen	you	will	see	40	new	schools	we	have	planned	to	accommodate	future	growth.	None	
of	this	would	be	possible	without	you,	the	taxpayers	of	Orange	County,	so	give	yourself	a	round	
of	applause.	
	
An	important	partner	in	our	effort	to	build	new	schools	is	the	County.	As	you	know,	we’ve	had	
our	issues	siting	schools	in	our	neighborhoods.	But	we’re	in	this	together.	We’re	family.	We	all	
care	equally	about	the	education	and	welfare	of	our	community’s	children.	
	
SUBLETTE	
		
As	family,	one	accomplishment	I’m	particularly	proud	of	this	year	is	that	last	month,	after	
nearly	three	years	of	working	through	some	tough	issues,	the	County	adopted	a	new,	improved	
School	Siting	Ordinance.	The	new	ordinance	is	an	example	of	intergovernmental	cooperation	at	
its	finest.	It	allows	us	to	build	urban	schools,	schools	that	go	vertical,	in	our	increasingly	
urbanized	county.	This	allows	us	to	save	money	on	land,	which	in	turn	allows	us	to	invest	more	
in	safe,	secure,	state	of	the	art	schools.	
		
The	new	ordinance	requires	us	to	work	with	our	County	and	nonprofit	partners	on	building	
walkable,	connected,	neighborhood	schools.	It	provides	for	better	planning	and	coordination	
with	the	County,	and	provides	for	speedier	approvals	from	the	County.	It	allows	us	to	obtain	
pre-purchase	assurances	that	the	properties	we	are	acquiring	are	appropriate	for	schools	and	
acceptable	to	the	County,	thereby	avoiding	future	conflicts.	By	expanding	the	zoning	categories	
where	schools	can	be	built	“by	right,”	it	gives	us	greater	certainty	as	we	search	out	appropriate	
property	on	which	to	build	schools.	And	it	helps	protects	our	rural	settlements,	oases	in	our	
increasingly	urbanized	county,	from	encroachment	and	development	creep,	while	protecting	
neighborhoods	through	traffic	studies,	lighting,	sound	and	signage	restrictions,	while	also	
protecting	mature	trees	and	requiring	Florida	friendly	landscaping.	
	
In	short,	this	revised	School	Siting	Ordinance	helps	ensure	that	OCPS	will	continue	to	be	the	
good	neighbors	we	have	always	been.	



		
Thank	you,	Mayor	Jacobs,	for	your	leadership	on	this	issue,	and	for	your	Commission’s	support.	
Please	stand	and	allow	us	to	publicly	thank	you.	
	
JENKINS	
	
You	may	ask	why	this	is	so	important	to	us.	It	is	important	because	we	know	that	when	a	child	
attends	school	in	a	new,	clean,	safe,	secure	facility,	they	feel	valued	and	important.	And	for	high	
poverty	children	in	particular,	it	builds	self-esteem	when	they	realize	how	important	they	are	to	
our	community.	
		
School	Board	member	Kat	Gordon	deserves	much	of	the	credit	for	this.	In	2010	we	were	
released	from	a	45	year	old	desegregation	order,	achieving	what	is	referred	to	by	the	courts	as	
unitary	status.	One	of	the	promises	we	made	to	the	original	litigants,	the	brave	men	and	
women	who	fought	for	equality,	was	that	we	would	complete	the	renovation	of	what	were	
once	our	crumbling	inner	city	schools.	This	morning	we	are	proud	to	announce	that	next	year	
we	will	have	completed	the	renovation	of	the	last	of	our	largely	minority,	inner	city	schools	on	
schedule.	
		
Our	Board	and	administration	are	always	concerned	with	equity	across	all	racial	and	
socioeconomic	lines	when	it	comes	to	our	facilities	and	programs.	Recently,	we	tackled	this	
issue	with	regard	to	our	athletic	facilities,	and	I	am	excited	to	announce	this	morning	that	we	
recently	decided	to	rubberize	all	of	the	tracks	at	our	traditional	high	schools.	“Rubberize?”	
We're	talking	rubber	vs.	asphalt.		
		
You	see,	currently	only	four	of	our	high	schools	have	rubberized	tracks,	which	means	that	only	
four	schools	can	host	district	and	regional	track	meets.	Old	school	asphalt	tracks	are	hard	on	
our	athletes’	knees	and	ankles	and	puts	athletes	at	these	schools	at	a	competitive	
disadvantage,	whether	training	for	track,	football,	soccer,	lacrosse	or	any	other	running	sport.	
We	will	also	be	providing	band	seating	and	restrooms	at	seven	high	schools	that	lack	adequate	
seating,	as	well	as	ticket	booths	at	four	schools	that	lack	this	basic	amenity.		
	
So...	American	children	lag	international	children	in	academic	performance?		Fact	or	fiction?	
	
SUBLETTE	
	
Fiction.	This	particular	fiction	is	perhaps	most	pernicious	because	it	is	so	misleading.	I	say	this	
because	it	doesn’t	compare	apples	to	apples.		
		
You	see,	American	public	education	is	unique	because	we	educate	all	children	from	5	to	18	with	
a	college	preparatory	curriculum,	regardless	of	ability,	language	barrier,	poverty	or	
exceptionality.	And	when	kids	are	tested	on	international	achievement	tests,	we	test	all	of	our	
children	--	something	the	countries	we	are	frequently	compared	to,	do	not	do.	
		



For	example,	take	oft	cited	Finland.	In	Finland	only	4%	of	children	live	in	poverty.	In	America,	
21%.	Finland	is	also	homogenous.	Most	Finns	are	native	born	and	only	two	languages	are	
spoken	there.	U.S.	students	speak	more	than	300	languages,	with	almost	17	million	speaking	a	
language	other	than	English.	And	Finland	doesn’t	have	private	schools,	even	their	independent	
schools	are	publicly	financed,	so	there	is	no	diluting	of	the	academic	talent	pool.	
	
Perhaps	most	importantly,	after	9	years	of	schools	Finnish	children	and	their	parents	elect	
whether	to	pursue	a	college	preparatory	or	vocational	track,	and	nearly	50%	choose	to	pursue	
the	vocational	track.	In	fact,	virtually	every	other	country	you	can	think	of:	Germany,	France,	
China,	England,	Holland,	etc...,	have	similar	education	systems	in	which	children	either	test	into,	
or	select,	a	vocational	or	college	preparatory	track	before	entering	the	equivalent	of	our	high	
school	years.		
	
We	also	know	there	is	a	direct	correlation	to	time	spent	on	task	and	academic	performance.	
Florida	children	go	to	school	180	days	a	year	for	4	to	5	hours	a	day	of	instruction	time,	which	
equates	to	no	more	than	900	hours	per	year.	Contrast	that	with	students	in	Australia	who	
attend	school	200	days	a	year,	or	China,	where	the	length	of	the	secondary	school	year	is	245	
days.	In	fact,	a	recent	study	showed	that,	on	average,	middle	school	students	in	Shanghai,	China	
spend	nearly	10	hours	per	day	learning	in	the	classroom	and	another	3	hours	per	day	doing	
homework.	
	
JENKINS	
		
Notwithstanding	the	disparities	in	our	populations,	in	who	we	test,	and	in	our	poverty	levels,	
America	still	competes	well.	Take	a	look	at	these	next	two	charts.	The	PISA	examination	is	a	test	
administered	by	the	Organization	for	Economic	Co-Operation	and	Development,	made	up	of	35	
of	the	most	advanced	democratic	economies	of	Europe	and	Asia.	The	purpose	of	the	
examination	is	to	measure	educational	attainment,	and	it	is	given	every	three	years	to	over	
500,000	participating	15-year-old	students.		
		
What	these	charts	show	you	is	that	when	socioeconomic	levels,	or	poverty,	are	taken	into	
account,	American	children	perform	exceptionally	well	on	the	international	stage.	For	example,	
as	this	first	slide	shows	we	have	dramatically	more	children	in	the	highest	poverty	group	of	
students.	Yet,	as	this	next	slide	shows	our	high	poverty	students	substantially	outperform	high	
poverty	children	from	other	countries.	And	as	this	final	slide	shows,	when	one	compares	the	
children	of	wealthier	families	to	similar	children	in	other	countries,	we	perform	comparably.	It	
is	only	when	one	aggregates	the	test	scores	of	all	our	children,	with	our	incredible	breadth	of	
socioeconomic	levels,	diversity	and	English	language	learners	that	we	struggle.	
	
But	how	are	we	doing	in	Orange	County?	Well,	as	the	saying	goes,	the	proof	is	in	the	pudding.	
Three	times	over	the	past	six	years	we	have	been	named	an	AP	Honor	Roll	district,	an	honor	
afforded	to	only	4%	of	the	more	than	13,500	school	districts	in	America.	This	honor	goes	to	
those	districts	which	have	increased	access	to	high	rigor	Advanced	Placement	courses	while	



maintaining	or	improving	AP	exam	scores.	This	year	we	had	the	largest	growth	in	students	
taking	AP	exams	in	the	entire	state	and	ranked	8th	in	the	country.		
	
More	than	1/3	of	all	OCPS	students	scored	a	Level	3	or	higher	on	at	least	one	AP	exam,	the	
score	needed	for	college	credit.	That	is	higher	than	the	percentage	of	graduates	scoring	a	Level	
3	or	higher	in	Massachusetts,	the	highest	performing	state	in	our	country;	and	50%	higher	than	
the	national	average.	Our	kids	are	working	hard!	
	
SUBLETTE	
	
One	exciting	initiative	coming	next	year	to	help	our	kids	succeed	is	our	Naviance	Family	
Connection	guidance	portal	for	students	and	parents.	Through	the	Naviance	Family	Connection	
students	and	parents	can	log	in	on	a	desk	top,	tablet	or	smartphone,	and	can	track	academic	
progress,	research	colleges,	browse	scholarships,	keep	a	list	of	favorite	careers,	submit	college	
applications	and	so	much	more.	We	are	so	excited	about	this	new	initiative	that	has	been	years	
in	the	making.	
	
American	children	are	unprepared	to	enter	today’s	workforce!?		Fact	or	fiction?	
	
JENKINS	
		
Unfortunately,	on	a	national	level,	this	is	actually	fact	according	to	America’s	employers.	
Surveys	of	corporate	America’s	hiring	professionals	show	that	they	believe	only	20%	of	young	
job	hires	are	"very	qualified”	for	their	new	jobs,	with	80%	being	only	"somewhat	qualified”	or	
"unqualified."	In	a	worldwide,	large-scale	study	of	adult	competencies	American	students	rank	
average	or	below	average	in	job	skills	such	as	literacy,	the	ability	to	work	with	numbers,	and	
problem-solving.			
	
At	OCPS	we	are	working	hard	to	improve	the	readiness	of	our	students	for	the	workforce.	We	
are	proud	of	the	fact	that	the	number	of	students	enrolled	in	career	and	technical	education	
courses,	what	our	parents	called	vocational	education,	increased	by	35%,	up	to	37,342	
students,	last	year	alone.	
	
We	are	also	proud	that	4,704	students	earned	industry	certification	last	year,	signifying	their	
readiness	to	enter	the	workforce,	a	96%	increase	over	the	past	two	years.	Our	leading	industry	
certifications	are	in	the	fields	of	A/V	Technology	&	Communication,	Information	Technology,	
Engineering,	Hospitality	&	Tourism,	Health	Science,	Agriculture,	and	Architecture	&	
Construction.	This	is	not	your	grandfather’s	shop	class,	or	your	home	economics!		
	
Preparing	students	to	succeed	is	not	a	recent	phenomenon	at	OCPS,	we’ve	been	doing	it	well	
for	decades.	Recently	we	welcomed	our	second	Hall	of	Fame	class,	inducting	the	incredibly	
accomplished	individuals	you	see	on	the	screens	beside	us:	Dr.	Sylvester	Gates,	world	
renowned	MIT	trained	theoretical	physicist;	Hall	of	Fame	football	player	David	“Deacon”	Jones;	
Lt.	Governor	and	two-time	Senate	President,	Toni	Jennings;	legendary	OCPS	Superintendent	Jim	



Schott;	and	prime	time	Emmy	award	winning	actor	and	entertainer,	Wayne	Brady.	Clearly,	
we’re	doing	something	right!	
	
American	schools	lack	rigor!?	Fact	or	fiction?	
	
SUBLETTE	
	
Fiction.	When	I	speak	with	audiences	I’m	often	struck	by	the	differing	perceptions	my	audience	
has	about	public	education.	Those	in	the	audience	who	do	not	have	a	child	or	grandchild	in	
public	school,	or	who	do	not	have	children,	often	believe	our	schools	lack	rigor	that	children	are	
promoted	to	the	next	grade	too	easily,	and	that	America’s	schools	are	failing.	Sort	of	like	the	
politicians	you	heard	earlier.		
	
However,	those	in	my	audiences	who	have	children	in	public	school,	or	who	are	engaged	in	
their	grandchild	or	child’s	education,	have	the	opposite	perception.	They	tend	to	believe	that	
public	education	has	become	too	rigorous	that	we	are	pushing	our	children	too	hard	and	
testing	them	too	much,	and	that	we	have	taken	the	joy	out	of	education.	
	
The	reality	is	that	American	students	today	spend	an	average	of	four	more	hours	a	week	on	
homework	and	7.5	hours	a	week	more	on	academics	than	did	American	students	20	years	ago.	
When	I	was	in	school	advanced	students	took	Algebra	I	in	8th	grade,	and	average	kids	took	it	in	
9th	grade.	Today,	advanced	kids	are	in	Algebra	I	in	6th	grade,	and	virtually	all	kids	have	taken	it	
by	8th	grade.	My	high	school	class	did	not	have	to	advance	to	a	particular	level	of	math	to	
graduate.	Today,	kids	have	to	pass	both	Algebra	I	and	Geometry.	You’ve	already	seen	the	
dramatic	increases	in	high	rigor,	college	level	AP	courses	our	children	are	taking,	and	then	
there’s	the	testing.	I	only	had	to	pass	a	Minimum	Competency	Test”	to	graduate	and	3rd,	5th	
and	8th	grade	reading,	writing	and	math	tests.	Compare	that	to	the	more	than	two	dozen	tests	
my	children	have	to	pass	today	to	be	promoted	and	graduate.		
	
Gosh,	I	sound	like	my	grandfather!	
	
But	really,	can	anyone	seriously	question	the	rigor	of	an	American	public	school	education	
today!?		In	fact,	I	can	anecdotally	tell	you	about	many	parents	who	have	left	our	public	schools	
for	a	private	school	education	to	escape	the	rigor	demanded	of	our	students	today.	
	
JENKINS	
	
One	exciting	new	initiative	we	are	unveiling	today	to	help	with	the	increased	rigor	of	a	public	
school	education	is	an	expansion	of	our	Khan	Academy	partnership.	The	Khan	Academy	is	a	
non‑profit	educational	organization	created	when	Sal	Khan	tutored	a	cousin	through	the	
internet	using	something	called	Yahoo	Doodle	Images.	News	of	his	videos	spread,	and	as	
demand	grew	Khan	put	his	videos	on	YouTube.	Today,	40	million	students	and	2	million	
teachers	use	Khan	Academy	videos	every	month.	
	



In	partnership	with	The	College	Board,	we	invited	Khan	Academy	into	OCPS	in	2015	to	help	our	
students	with	SAT	preparation.	Today,	we	are	excited	to	announce	that	we	have	expanded	our	
relationship	with	the	Khan	Academy	by	entering	into	an	agreement	to	participate	in	
LearnStorm,	an	easy,	fun	way	for	teachers	and	students	to	learn	how	to	increase	use	of	Khan	
Academy	tutorials,	and	by	creating	school	specific	Khan	Academy	plans	tailored	to	each	school’s	
unique	population.	
	
Our	partnership	with	the	Khan	Academy	has	already	yielded	some	terrific	results.	For	example,	
the	number	of	students	receiving	a	concordant	SAT	score	in	lieu	of	their	English	FSA	score	
increased	from	only	159	kids	three	years	ago	to	1,918	this	year,	an	1,100%	increase!		And	more	
than	59,000	OCPS	students	have	linked	their	student	accounts	to	Khan	Academy	tutorials.	
	
Private	schools	and	charter	schools	outperform	public	schools!?	Fact	or	fiction?	
	
SUBLETTE	
		
Fiction.	This	particular	fiction	is	driving	much	of	the	criticism	of	public	education	today,	
particularly	the	drive	to	expand	private	school	tax	voucher	programs	and	charter	schools.	
	
Before	I	go	any	further,	I	want	to	emphasize	that	OCPS	is	not	hostile	to	either	charter	schools	or	
our	private	school	partners.	We	grant	2-4	charters	per	year	to	new	charter	schools	and	we	
welcome	competition,	just	so	long	as	the	playing	field	is	level.	I	often	share	with	audiences	that	
no	two	children	are	alike	and	every	parent	has	to	determine	what	is	best	for	their	child’s	
education.	
	
However,	we	can	be	open	to	charter	school	and	private	school	options	for	our	children	without	
perpetuating	the	myth	that	a	private,	or	charter	school,	education	is	superior	to	a	public	school	
education.	
	
The	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	academic	performance	is	largely	correlated	to	the	socioeconomic	
level	of	the	child,	whether	that	child	is	in	public,	charter	or	private	schools.	Take	a	look	at	this	
chart	on	the	screen.	What	this	chart	shows	is	that	for	high	poverty	students,	public	school	
children	outperform	private	school	children	in	4th	and	8th	grade	NAEP	math	scores,	while	
lagging	them,	although	not	significantly,	on	reading	scores.	
	
Now	take	a	look	at	this	next	chart.	What	it	shows	is	that	when	one	takes	high	poverty	children	
out	of	the	equation,	public	school	children	continue	to	outperform	private	school	students	in	
4th	grade	math	scores,	matching	them	in	8th	grade,	and	that	the	gap	between	them	is	less	on	
reading	scores.	
	
It	is	also	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	NAEP	scores	of	high	poverty	children	in	public	
schools	includes	all	children,	whereas	the	high	poverty	children	in	private	schools	have	engaged	
parents	who	have	self-selected	into	private	school.	
	



The	point	is,	as	you	can	see	from	the	raw	scores	on	these	charts,	poverty	is	directly	correlated	
to	academic	achievement.	This	is	due	to	a	multitude	of	factors.	For	example,	poverty	correlates	
to	educational	attainment	levels,	thus,	high	poverty	parents	usually	have	less	schooling	
themselves.	Also,	children	from	wealthier	homes	have	greater	resources,	which	means	they	
have	access	to	enriching	experiences	such	as	travel,	access	to	expensive	technology,	or	
exposure	to	cultural	offerings.		
	
JENKINS	
	
We	are	not	immune	to	poverty	in	Orange	County.	69%	of	our	students	qualify	for	free	and	
reduced	lunch,	the	primary	indicator	of	poverty.	And	almost	7,000	of	our	students	are	homeless	
this	year,	up	from	less	than	3,000	a	short	six	years	ago.	
	
	Notwithstanding	these	challenges,	we	are	proud	of	how	we	stack	up	against	the	competition.	
Fifteen	of	our	19	traditional	high	schools	rank	among	the	nation’s	top	10%	of	America’s	more	
than	26,000	public	high	schools	in	accelerated	course	work	opportunities	for	our	students.	You	
have	already	heard	of	the	tremendous	strides	we	have	made	in	AP	offerings	and	AP	
examination	completion	rates.	Because	we	offer	such	rigor,	our	kids	can	go	head	to	head	with	
the	kids	of	any	local	institution.	
	
For	example,	this	year	OCPS	graduated	113	Super	Scholars,	students	headed	to	the	Top	20	
Universities	or	Colleges	as	ranked	by	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	By	gaining	admission	to	these	
elite	colleges	and	universities	it	sends	a	message	to	other	students,	and	to	our	community	and	
parents	that	an	OCPS	education	is	as	rigorous	and	elite	as	any	other	type	of	education	if	one	
takes	advantage	of	all	we	offer.		
	
SUBLETTE	
	
As	we	close	this	year’s	presentation,	we	should	emphasize	that	we	continue	to	face	our	
challenges,	foremost	of	which	is	our	latest	budget	crunch.	We	found	out	a	week	and	a	half	ago	
that,	notwithstanding	a	healthy	economy	and	growing	tax	revenue,	public	education	took	it	on	
the	chin	when	it	comes	to	the	State	budget,	our	primary	source	of	operating	dollars.	Take	a	
look	at	this	final	slide	on	the	screen.	It	shows	two	things.	First,	it	shows	that	in	terms	of	
purchasing	power	we	have	$778	less	today	than	we	had	in	2007.	Second,	it	shows	that	without	
the	Special	Millage	the	voters	gave	us	we	would	be	deep	in	the	hole,	as	many	districts	are	in	the	
State.	
	
Because	of	the	Special	Millage	you	voted	to	renew	in	2014	we	will	weather	this	latest	challenge	
without	cuts	in	academic,	arts,	music,	athletic	or	after	school	programs.	Our	hardworking	
teachers,	and	employees,	however,	will	bear	the	brunt	of	the	political	games	played	in	
Tallahassee	with	education	funding.	I	say	this	because	they	work	hard	and	are	underpaid,	yet	
they	face	a	year	without	raises	because	the	Legislature	has	made	your	public	schools	this	year’s	
political	football.	Please	speak	up	for	them	and	let	your	local	Representatives	and	Senators	



know	that	education	funding	is	your	top	priority!		Even	better,	write	the	Governor	and	ask	him	
to	veto	this	bad	budget!	
	
JENKINS	
	
As	we	bring	this	year’s	State	of	the	Schools	address	to	a	close,	allow	us	to	thank	you	again,	the	
taxpayers	and	citizens	of	Orange	County,	for	providing	us	with	the	resources	to	create	a	fair,	
level	playing	field	for	all	our	community’s	children!	
	
SUBLETTE	
	
Thank	you	for	coming	this	morning.	We	hope	we’ve	given	you	some	food	for	thought.	God	bless	
you,	God	bless	Orange	County	Public	Schools,	and	may	God	bless	the	children	we	serve.	
	
	


