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SUBLETTE 

Good morning, and welcome to the 2016 State of the Schools address. 

You may have noticed that the theme of this year’s address is What makes us Great!? 
You may have also noticed that the theme is both a declarative and a question. Poor 
grammar I’m sure (the Seminoles in the room can blame my Gator education...), but I 
phrased it that way because today we are here to celebrate what makes us great and to 
answer that question, are we great? 

JENKINS 

Many know that our Vision statement is to be the top producer of successful students in 
the nation. Fewer know that our Mission statement is, to lead our students to success with 
the support and involvement of families and the community. 

As the Chairman said, today we are here to talk about what makes us great. The simple 
fact is that we are great because of you, and because of thousands like you. Simply put, 
we are great because of the community support we receive from volunteers, 
philanthropists, business partners, civic groups, voters, parents and students. Today, we 
are going to recognize just a few of those individuals, groups and companies that have 
brought us to where we are today. They are representative of many others who have also 
contributed greatly to our success. 

SUBLETTE 

This year, I have enlisted the help of my colleagues on the Board to help us highlight 
some of those volunteers, companies and philanthropists - individuals who symbolize the 



work of thousands of similar contributors to our success. First, however, we should 
answer the question; where are we today? 

JENKINS 

By any objective measure, Orange County Public Schools has become one of the great 
urban school districts in America today. As evidence of that, in 2014 we won the Broad 
Prize for Urban Education, the equivalent of the Nobel Prize for a school district. Each 
year the prize goes to that urban district which demonstrates the greatest overall 
performance and improvement in student achievement while reducing achievement gaps 
among low-income students and students of color.  

Ms. Kobert... 

KOBERT 

It is said that a child’s first and most influential teacher is their parent. However, not 
every child comes from a home that is able to provide them with the academic support 
they need. That is where mentors like Christine Bramuchi come in. [Video] 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my great pleasure to introduce you to Christine Bramuchi and 
Jean Sylvain.  

SUBLETTE 

Not only did we win the Broad Prize, but last year we won the Governor’s Sterling 
Award for Organizational Excellence for the second time in the past three years. We are 
only the third school district to win the Sterling Award in the 23-year history of that 
award, and the first to win it twice. The Sterling Award is modeled after the Malcolm 
Baldridge Award. It recognizes superior leadership, economy and efficiency and, most 
importantly, customer satisfaction! And you, our community, our families who choose 
public education, and our students, are our customers. 

JENKINS 

We are the second largest employer in Central Florida with nearly 24,000 employees. 
More than 9,000 of those employees are our support staff. They are the friendly face you 
see at the front desk of our schools every day, the teacher’s aides in our classrooms, the 
men and women who serve our children their meals, transport them safely to and from 
school, and who keep them safe each and every day. People like Maria Spegal, our 2016 
Support Person of the Year. Take a look. [Video] 

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in applauding Maria Spegal.  

JENKINS 

For all the great work our employees do in providing for the well-being of our children, 
we only have them for 180 days a year. That means that for the other 180 days many of 
our kids are on their own, and many go hungry during this time. 



SUBLETTE 

In fact, one in five American children faces food insecurity today. We know that poor 
nutrition can lead to weaker immune systems, increased hospitalization rates, lower IQ’s, 
shorter attention spans and lower academic achievement. For this reason, we are 
incredibly grateful for Blessings in a Backpack. 

Ms. Flynn... 

FLYNN 

Blessings in a Backpack is a national nonprofit which feeds over 83,000 children from 
900 schools in 46 states. Our local program is led by Kate and Justin Rose. If you’re a 
sports fan, you may recognize that name. Justin Rose is the 2013 U.S. Open golf 
Champion and a seven-time PGA Tour winner. And as you will see in this video, Kate 
and Justin believe deeply in giving back to their community. They understand the 
seriousness of food insecurity, and through their Foundation they are doing something 
about it for our children. [Video] 

Justin Rose is playing in the BMW Championship in England and Kate and the kids are 
with him, so we gave them an excused absence, but they are ably represented by Sara 
Moores of the Kate and Justin Rose Foundation. 

SUBLETTE 

For three of the past five years, OCPS has been named to the College Board’s Advanced 
Placement Honor Roll, a prestigious list of only 4% of the school districts in America. 
The award goes to those school districts, which increase student participation in rigorous 
AP college courses while simultaneously improving the rate at which their students pass 
the AP exam. 

JENKINS 

Much of the credit for our AP Honor Roll success goes to our talented teachers. Men and 
women who come into our classrooms every day to mold, nurture and teach our children, 
not for the money or adulation it brings, but because they care. Teachers like reigning 
Teacher of the Year Johanna Lopez, who teaches AP Spanish at Colonial High School. 
Take a look... [Video] 

Ladies and gentlemen, Johanna Lopez. 

Ms. Robbinson... 

ROBBINSON 

While teachers like Johanna Lopez deserve a ton of credit, credit is also due to our 
hardworking students who come to school each and every day prepared to learn and work 
hard. Too often today the media focuses on what ails our youth, which perhaps not 
focusing enough on the kids who work so hard to succeed in school in life. Take a look at 



two young men who have overcome adversity to excel at the highest level through hard 
work, determination and grit, Quinton Cooper and Joseph Simmons. [Video] 

Quinton and Joseph, thank you for being such wonderful role models for your peers. 
Folks, please join me in applauding these incredible young men. 

SUBLETTE 

Along with Quinton and Joseph, this year we have 85 Super Scholars admitted into 
America’s elite colleges and universities, defined as those top 20 universities and 
colleges as recognized by U.S. News and World Report, and our military academies. 
Students like Quinton and Joseph. Take a look at some of our other Super Scholars. 
[Video] 

While we are justifiably proud of our high achieving students heading off to college, we 
are equally proud of our high achieving students pursuing a career path after high school. 
Indeed, it may surprise you to know that 74% of our population has no college diploma 
of any type. Our students pursuing a direct to work career path after high school depend 
upon us for meaningful workforce training. 

JENKINS 

Three years ago I appointed Dr. Mike Armbruster to head up our Career and Technical 
Education programs, or what we previously called vocational education. When Dr. 
Armbruster took over our CTE programs, only 2% of our students took high-level dual 
enrollment career programs at our technical colleges. Today, more than 24,000 students 
are enrolled in high school CTE programs, up 18% from only two years ago. Importantly, 
more and more of those programs are offered on our high school campuses, taking away 
the need to travel to one of our Technical College locations or go to Valencia College for 
dual enrollment instruction. In the past, that travel was a powerful disincentive to many 
students, especially those from higher poverty populations without access to ready 
transportation. On the slides being shown beside me, you can see the dramatic effect of 
our new policies. 

As the primary provider of vocational and technical education in Orange County, we also 
recently rebranded our four technical centers as Orange Technical College to more 
accurately reflect their mission. Take a look. [Video] 

SUBLETTE 

The companies and individuals assisting us with our Career and Technical Education 
efforts are far too numerous to mention, yet all are equally deserving of mention. On the 
screens you will see just a few of our valued partners in CTE education, and Board 
member Pam Gould is here to share with you one example of our community’s 
commitment to CTE education for our students. 

Ms. Gould... 

GOULD 



 

As Chairman Sublette mentioned, we are working hard to increase student awareness of 
career pathways outside of college, and we have been able to increase awareness and 
push meaningful CTE instruction down to the high school campus level with the 
assistance of Dr. Phillips Charities. 

Three years ago Dr. Phillips Charities provided us with a $1 million grant to create a 
school certification program. The goal of the certification program is to prepare students 
to enter the workforce at sustainable wages and/or pursue postsecondary credentials in 
their field of interest by obtaining industry certifications before graduation. Currently the 
program is in place at the five schools on the screen, but it is our hope Dr. Phillips 
Charities will help us refine and expand what has been a highly successful program 
beyond these five schools. Ken Robinson, Jim Ferber and Wendy Oliver of Dr. Phillips 
Charities are here with us today. Please join me in thanking them for all Dr. Phillips 
Charities does for the students of Orange County Public Schools.  

SUBLETTE 

In October of last year OCPS received a unanimous recommendation for district 
accreditation from AdvancED. AdvancED is a nonprofit, non-partisan accreditation 
agency that conducts rigorous, on-site external reviews of PreK-12 schools and school 
systems to ensure that all learners realize their full potential.  

JENKINS 

For four days the accreditation team of 39 professionals visited more than 100 schools, 
interviewed 187 principals and hundreds of other people in focus groups and one-on-one 
meetings. The interview teams were comprised of principals, accreditation state leads and 
superintendents. A contingent from Cairo, Egypt contributed an international perspective 
to the evaluation of OCPS. After completing their exhaustive review, the AdvancED 
team scored OCPS as above the average compared to all other accredited schools and 
districts nationwide. 

Ms. Cadle... 

CADLE 

The goal of AdvancED isn’t to certify that schools are just good enough. Rather, it is to 
help schools improve. Improvement as measured by narrowing socio-economic and racial 
achievement gaps. In fact, both the AdvancED team and the Broad Prize evaluation team 
focused on those gaps. However, narrowing socio-economic and racial achievement gaps 
cannot be done by teachers alone - it requires the concerted effort of our entire 
community and people like June Robinson, a Foundation for Orange County Public 
Schools Read2Succeed volunteer. Take a look. [Video] 

June was out of town this morning, but please join me in applauding her and the 
thousands of other volunteers who work daily to help all our students succeed. 



SUBLETTE 

 

Since 2003, OCPS has opened 39 new schools to accommodate growth and 95 schools 
have been renovated. We will open 16 more new schools in the next four years - 16! - 
and will renovate an additional 18 schools by the end of the 2018 school year. This year 
alone we grew by 5,600 students. Think about that for a moment. 5,600 students is 
enough to fill 6 new elementary schools, 4 middle schools or 2 high schools. 

JENKINS 

New construction impact fees and the property tax dollars allocated to us by the state 
don’t come close to meeting our community’s need for new schools. It is only because 
you, the taxpayers of Orange County, have supported public education through the half 
cent sales tax that we are able to keep up with our growth in student population, and for 
this we say thank you! 

SUBLETTE 

Yes, thank you taxpayers! 

Five of our new schools will be popular K-8, or kindergarten through 8th grade, model 
schools. While K-8's are not for every area of our county, for example they don’t work 
well in high growth areas with exploding populations, they are a perfect solution for inner 
city schools and geographically isolated communities which need new schools, but which 
don’t have the populations needed to build a prototype elementary or middle schools. 

One of the K-8s we are building is actually a Pre-School through 8th grade, or PS-8, 
community school serving downtown children from as young as 3 through 14. A 
“community” school is much more than just a school. It is a place where an entire 
community, and its children, can gather seven days a week from morning to night, and 
can gain access to after school academic, mentoring, sports, nutrition, counseling and 
health services. Our downtown community school is made possible by our partners in its 
development, the Boys and Girls Club of Central Florida and the University of Central 
Florida. Take a look at why they chose to partner with OCPS in this exciting endeavor. 
[Video] 

The Boys and Girls Club is represented today by their Board Chair-Elect, Julie Anderson. 
Please join me in recognizing their philanthropy on behalf of the children of downtown 
Orlando. 

JENKINS 

It is said that while potential is universal, opportunity is not. One philanthropist who 
recognized that early on in life is Harris Rosen. Since 1993, Harris Rosen has promised 
every child who attends Tangelo Park Elementary School a free college education if they 
graduate from high school. His generosity of spirit has allowed more than 400 students to 
attend college and given them hope for a brighter future.  



Mr. Rosen has extended his generosity to the children of Parramore. He has promised 
every downtown PS-8 child who graduates from Jones high school a free college 
education. Mr. Rosen could not be here today, but we thought his words, and actions, 
would inspire you as much as they have inspired us. Please listen. [Video] 

Harris Rosen is represented today by Dr. Robert Allen, Chairman of the Tangelo Park 
Program advisory board. He is joined by a student from Tangelo Park, Kishania 
Williams, who graduated from Dr. Phillips High last night and is on her way to college. 
Dr. Allen and Kishania, if you could please stand so that we may recognize the two of 
you for the work of Mr. Rosen and Dr. Allen’s board.  

SUBLETTE 

The growing trend in this country is toward a more specialized education. In fact, 13 of 
the top 20 schools on U.S. News and World Reports annual national ranking of the best 
high schools in America are specialized in topics ranging from STEM education to the 
classics to architecture and design. One such example locally is our very own Orlando 
Science Charter School, which recently was ranked as the 77th “most challenging” school 
on The Washington Post’s annual list of public and private high schools. 

JENKINS 

The Orlando Science Charter School specializes in STEM education, but we have no less 
than 32 other specialized magnet programs as diverse as foreign language instruction, 
performing arts, aviation, entrepreneurship, and a host of other career paths at 24 
different schools. This year more than 4,000 students applied to get into our magnet 
programs. In fact, the demand was so great that we had to turn away more than a quarter 
of all applicants. 

Because our magnet programs are so popular we are adding new magnet programs in 
Advanced Studies, Agriscience and STEM education next year, and we are repurposing 
two current magnet program schools, Howard Middle School and Hillcrest Elementary, 
into zoneless performing arts and foreign language magnets where the entire student body 
will be comprised of students studying those areas of emphasis. 

KOBERT 

Not only are our specialized magnet programs popular, they are also gaining national 
recognition. This year, for the first time, four of our magnet programs, the Howard 
Middle School Academy for the Visual and Performing Arts, the Tildenville Elementary 
Dual Language Enrichment magnet, the University High School global technologies 
program, and the Boone High School Criminal Justice, Law and Finance magnet, won 
Magnet Schools of America’s School of Distinction awards, an honor given to less than 
5% of the 3,400 magnet programs in America. Much of our success is due to committed 
parents and volunteers like Alston Ball. [Video] 

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in recognizing Alston Ball and former Howard 
Middle School principal Carl Cartwright. 



 

 

SUBLETTE 

 

The future of our economy and our children’s ability to compete globally depends upon 
them getting a good STEM - science, technology, engineering and math - education. You 
heard us say last year that since 2010 Florida’s labor demand in STEM fields has 
increased by more than 63%. For every non-STEM job posting requiring a Bachelor’s 
degree, there are 2 STEM job openings. Currently there are more than 55,000 unfilled 
STEM jobs in the state. And they pay well! STEM jobs which require a bachelor’s degree 
pay entry level wages averaging $66,000, and those requiring a two year degree average 
$53,000 per year.  

Ms. Flynn... 

FLYNN 

While we can always use more, we are blessed with an enthusiastic community of 
generous STEM donors to our efforts to expand our STEM offerings. Lockheed Martin, 
Sea World, BrightHouse Networks, and many other corporate partners have contributed 
nearly $3 million dollars to our STEM initiatives. Thank you! 

But it is also individuals like Deb and Matt Andraski. This husband and wife team 
secured a generous gift from the Tavistock Group/Stockworth Realty and Nemours 
Children’s Hospital that made it possible for 15 teachers to collaborate on four Saturdays 
of STEM alignment - specifically high quality math instruction. The gift they gathered 
provided a daily stipend for the teachers and the supplies and resources they needed. Deb 
and Matt are here with us today, and I am going to ask them to stand and let us recognize 
them. Thank you for all you do for our children. 

JENKINS 

While a rigorous STEM education and STEM opportunities are critical, we believe that 
the arts are equally important. We are proud of the fact that we continue to have 
flourishing arts and music programs at every one of our 186 traditional neighborhood 
schools, a rarity in modern education. And the results show. This year we were proud to 
win the Florida Alliance for Arts Education Leadership award, as well as to have the 
State’s Elementary Music Educator of the Year, Lisa Hewitt of Westbrook Elementary 
School, and Secondary Administrator of the Year, Principal Tim Smith of Winter Park 
High School, as named by the Florida Music Educators Association. 

SUBLETTE 

She is too modest to announce it, but Dr. Barbara Jenkins also won Superintendent of the 
Year from the Florida Music Educators Association! Let's give her a hand. 



While these awards are nice, none of them would be possible without the tremendous 
support we receive from our community. Not only did the voters renew the 1 mill 
property tax, which allows us to ensure an arts program in every school, but our corporate 
partners and arts community partners listed on the screen are committed to the arts in 
public education. 

 

JENKINS 

You should know that the arts are a major economic engine in Central Florida. One 
recent study revealed that the arts contribute $264 million annually to our local economy. 
While any discussion of the arts tends to focus on the performers, the arts economy is so 
much more. It is the sound and lighting tech, the usher and the ticket taker, the stage 
manager, musician, choreographer, producer, director and box office employee. 

Ms. Moore... 

MOORE 

Thank you, Chairman Sublette. Yes. In fact, the overwhelming majority of jobs in the arts 
are behind the stage. 

For this reason we are particularly excited about The Art of Tomorrow program, which is 
a unique collaboration between Universal Orlando and Orange County Public Schools. 
This program is open to 8th graders and creates hands-on learning labs where they can 
explore media and entertainment industry careers in the exciting real-world environment 
of Universal Studios. Last year the program expanded to include high school students to 
give them a pathway to careers in the arts. Take a look at the impact this program has 
made. [Video] 

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in recognizing Universal Studios and their 
representative, Diane O'Dell.  

SUBLETTE 

Allow us to close with this. In preparing for this speech we faced the challenge of picking 
the few to symbolize thousands of similar individuals, companies, and organizations who 
give their time, talent, and treasure to the children of Orange County. What makes OCPS 
great? You do! 

JENKINS 

And are we great!? I think we've answered that question pretty conclusively. Broad Prize, 
Governor’s Sterling Award, AP Honor Roll, Super Scholars, AdvancED Accreditation, 
Taxpayer support, magnet school excellence, we could go on and on. So much so that in 
the interest of time we only listed a few of the awards OCPS has earned in the past few 
years alone, and many others are listed on the handouts on your table. 

SUBLETTE 



But of all the numbers and accolades you heard from us this morning, the 
accomplishment we're proudest of, and the one our community, our teachers, our parents 
and our hard working students deserve all the credit for, is our graduation rate. Over the 
past 15 years the graduation rate at our 19 traditional high schools has risen from 49% to 
90% today!  

I tell my own children that one of the keys to life is keeping doors open. We live in a 
great country with great freedoms. A country where any dream is possible. But almost 
every dream requires an education, and that starts with that piece of paper we call a high 
school diploma. 

The great Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall once said: 

None of us got where we are solely by pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps. We got 
here because somebody - a parent, a teacher, an Ivy League crony, or a few nuns - bent 
down and helped us pick up our boots. 

We just happen to have a “few nuns” with us today, Sister Ann Kendrick and Sister 
Teresa McElwee. They are two of the many nuns and others whose faith in our 
community, in the future, and in our children, symbolizes more than my words ever 
could, why we are great. Watch why… [Video] 

JENKINS 

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in recognizing the good work done by Sister Ann 
and Sister Teresa and their order for our children. I cannot think of a better note to end 
upon. So, ladies and gentlemen, we thank you for coming today! 

SUBLETTE 

Yes thank you. Perhaps more important than our thanks, though, is the thanks of those 
who matter the most as you leave today, the thanks of our children! [Video] 


