
 

 

SCHOOL BOARD OF ORANGE COUNTY 
2015 RESOLUTION ON ACCOUNTABILITY AND TESTING 

 
WHEREAS, the Orange County School Board strongly supports accountability on the school, district, 
and state level for the delivery of the uniform, efficient, safe, secure, and high-quality system of free 
public schools guaranteed by the Constitution of Florida; and 

 

WHEREAS, testing is one of many tools that can play a role in measuring student achievement and 
learning gains, in identifying areas of strength and deficiency, and in informing students and their 
parents of a student’s overall educational progress; and 

 

WHEREAS, Florida’s accountability system uses student performance on standardized tests to make 
major decisions affecting individual students, educators, schools, and school districts; and 

 

WHEREAS, since 1998, the number of state required accountability tests administered each year 
has increased significantly; and 
 
WHEREAS, the School District of Orange County has reduced the number of benchmark assessments 
by 50 percent since 2013; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Florida has not field tested newly required statewide assessments with Florida 
students to appropriately measure learning gains and, therefore, responsibly determine school grades, 
school and district funding, and student progression decisions; and 
 
WHEREAS, 32 changes to the accountability system over the last three years, the introduction of 
Florida Standards and assessments, the introduction of End of Course assessments in all subjects, and 
the prevention of school grades being reduced by more than a letter grade have all led the public to lose 
confidence in the State’s accountability system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Education has allowed states to postpone tying student 
achievement to evaluations for one year as states implement the new Florida Standards; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Orange County School Board calls on the Governor, Florida 
Legislature, and State Board of Education to: 

 
 Delay the impact of Florida’s new assessment system outcomes on student progression decisions, 

school and district grades, school funding, and teacher evaluations for a minimum of one year to 
ensure fidelity and high quality implementation, thereby allowing districts to test all students and 
grade levels during the 2014-2015 school year while simultaneously holding students, families, 
teachers, and districts harmless until valid baseline data is established; 
 

 Release Florida Standards Assessments test results at the district, school, and teacher level on or 
before June 30, 2015, to include an item analysis to inform instruction; 
 

 Establish baseline measures for student progression, school and district grades, school funding, 
and teacher evaluations before the start of the 2015-2016 school year; 

 
 Ensure  that  Florida's  accountability  system  is  fully  funded  by the  state  and  that  school 

districts  are  held  harmless  from  incurring  any  expenses  related  to  the  development and 
administration of assessments, including the expenses related to training, test security, and the 
hardware, software, and infrastructure necessary to administer assessments; 

 
 Transform the state accountability system to minimize the number of required assessments for all 

students and ensure grade level appropriateness; and 
 

 Support the Florida Association of District School Superintendents five recommendations presented 
to Governor Scott on January 28, 2015.   

 


