
 

 
 

Principal and Assistant Principal of the Year Named by Orange 
County Public Schools 
Orange County Public Schools selects nominees for the state-level competition 
 
Oct. 26, 2016 - Orange County Public Schools has announced its selection for the 2016 
Principal of the Year and Assistant Principal of the Year. The honorees are Principal 
Margarete Talbert-Irving and Assistant Principal Capildeo Jadonath. 

 
Margarete Talbert-Irving has served as principal of Orange 
Center Elementary since 2009, her tenure for which serves as 
the basis for her nomination as Principal of the Year. Ms. 
Talbert-Irving was named this year as a Master Principal, 
leading both Orange Center Elementary and Rolling Hills 
Elementary with proven expertise. She played an integral role 
in the upward progression of Orange Center Elementary, 
launching it as a STEM magnet and digital school. Under her 
leadership, the school recently won the Golden Shovel 
Community Involvement Award from the Florida Department of 
Agriculture.  
 

OCPS Superintendent Barbara Jenkins said, “She brought her school community 
together so that everyone is focused on doing their part to boost student achievement. 
As a result, Orange Center Elementary has successfully narrowed achievement gaps in 
a variety of areas.” The school’s grade increased from a B to an A this school year. Dr. 
Jenkins continued her praise, stating that Talbert-Irving was chosen as a Master 
Principal because of the strength she demonstrated at Orange Center Elementary: “It’s 
the closest we can get to cloning principals in these demanding times.”  
 

Capildeo Jadonath is the Assistant Principal of the Year, for his 
role as Assistant Director at Orange Technical College – Mid 
Florida Campus last year. He has since been promoted to 
Senior Director for Orange Technical College – Winter 
Park/Avalon Campuses. Known as “Dr. Cap,” he is considered 
an expert in technology education across the district, with a 
targeted interest in the modeling and simulation industry. He 
was a key player in establishing the M&S industry certification 
and cyber security programs program at Mid Florida, the first 
technical college to offer them. Jadonath sits on the National 
Center for Simulation Education and Workforce Development 

Committee. He is especially proud of his Robotics Team of rising 9th graders, who were 



named Florida Rookie All-Stars and went to the international championships in their first 
year last year!  
 
Dr. Jenkins said, “He is passionate about making sure that students are prepared for 
college or career. In fact, under his leadership the school’s Computer Systems and 
Informational Technology program had a 100 percent completion and industry 
certification rate among high-school students.” 
 
 
 (For more information, please contact Media Relations at 407.317.3458) 
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 OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: ADA 
Coordinator & Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer: Carianne Reggio; Section 504 Coordinator: Latonia Green; Title IX 
Coordinator: Doug Patterson (407.317.3200). 
 


