
 

Orange County principal and district administrator awarded by Florida 
Music Educators Association 
 
Dec. 14, 2016 – In this season as holiday music and performances fill the air and bring cheer to 
all, Orange County Public Schools recognizes two outstanding administrators in their recent 
awards from the Florida Music Educators Association (FMEA). Scott Evans, OCPS Visual and 
Performing Arts senior administrator was selected to receive the 2017 FMEA Leadership Award 
and Freedom High School principal, Rolando Bailey, will receive the 2017 FMEA Secondary 
Administrator of the Year.  
 
Scott Evans began his Florida music education career as an 
elementary music teacher, moved on to teach choral in middle school, 
then at the high school level. He left public education for a short period 
to become the founding director of the Orange County Arts Education 
Center where he shaped much policy between the school system and 
the cultural community. In 2010, Mr. Evans came back to Orange 
County Public Schools where he now serves as the Senior 
Administrator for Visual and Performing Arts.    
 
Mr. Evans is a leader driven by his passionate belief that the arts are an 
integral part of life and critical to our future. As a fine arts education 
administrator he has created arts education opportunities for every child 
in Orange County Public Schools. His influence has even grown to the 
national level with his work with the Kennedy Center of the Arts.  
 
Rolando Bailey is called an art teacher’s dream principal. When asked 
about the arts at Freedom High School, he said, “We aim to develop the 
students academically, artistically and socially so that they leave 
the school as independent, cooperative, responsible and creative 
young adults with a lifelong interest and ability in learning and the 
arts. I believe that these skills and qualities will prepare our 
students to pursue further educational goals and allow them to 
contribute to the life and well-being of society as a whole.”  
 
Mr. Bailey became the principal of Freedom High School in 2013. 
The school has a very diverse population of more than 3,600 
students. The challenges for scheduling arts courses at such a 
large school are extreme, yet Mr. Bailey succeeds in minimizing 
scheduling conflicts by including performing arts classes in the 
first round of the master schedule design. 
   
The FMEA Awards and Recognition Program is one of the more 
visible ways in which FMEA can recognize those who make outstanding contributions to music 



education throughout the state.  The program strives to identify and honor these esteemed 
individuals from throughout the state of Florida. The Leadership designation is awarded to an 
individual who demonstrates outstanding and sustained skill in a leadership or an administrative 
capacity and who carries the mission of FMEA forward throughout the state and/or the nation.  
The recipient must have demonstrated notable achievements as a leader in promotion of music 
education and a continued commitment to the profession. 

Mr. Evans and Mr. Bailey will be recognized during the FMEA Professional Development 
Clinic/Conference at the Tampa Bay Convention Center in January.  An awards breakfast is 
planned for January 13, 2017 where they will be given their prestigious awards.  

 
(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458) 
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