
 

 
Wekiva High School awarded for cutting edge technology in Apopka 
Wells Fargo will present the school with a big check for Aquaponics system 
 
Oct. 28, 2016 – Orange County Public Schools is celebrating the announcement of a $50,000 
grant that has been awarded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Foundation and Wells Fargo to 
OCPS in support of the Aquaponics STEM Learning project at Wekiva High School. The Wells 
Fargo Environmental Solutions for Communities grant is funding an expansion of the school’s 
aquaponics project, enhancing their agriscience magnet program and experiential learning for 
students in STEM classes. 
 
The media is invited to a check presentation and demonstration of the unique 
aquaponics system at Wekiva High School, 2501 N. Hiawassee Road, Apopka, FL 
32703 Monday, Oct. 31, 2016 at 8 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. in the media center and garden. 
 
Through the grant, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and Wells Fargo have expressed 
their support of the expansion plans that have been laid out through 2018. The initiative will also 
provide professional development for teachers in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) through aquaponics, real-world STEM learning opportunities for students, 
community service (donations to the Second Harvest Food Bank Apopka food pantries), and 
parent and community engagement. The result will be healthy and efficient food production 
shared within the community, water conservation, and, ultimately, enhanced teaching and 
student learning through aquaponics. 
 
There are many key partners and participants, including: Apopka Aquaponic Farms, LLC, 
Owner Huy Tran, University of Florida Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) 
Professor Frank Chapman, Ph.D., Dr. James Rakocy, the world-renowned "Father of 
Aquaponics," Dr. Wilson Lennard of the Aquaponics Doctors, Dr. Fred Petitt, Agriculture and 
Water Sciences Director for Walt Disney World, and the St. John's Water Management System. 
 
About Orange County Public Schools  
Orange County Public Schools is the 9th-largest school district in the nation and the fourth-
largest in Florida. Close to 203,000 students are enrolled. Currently, there are more than 242 
school sites including alternative centers and charter schools. OCPS is the second-largest 
employer in Orange County, Florida with more than 22,000 full- and part-time employees. The 
district was the recipient of the 2014 Broad Prize for Urban Education, the largest education 
award in the country. The district also received the Governor’s Sterling Award in 2014 and 2015. 
It is the highest award an organization can receive for business performance excellence in 
Florida. 
 
 
 
 



About Wells Fargo 
Wells Fargo & Company (NYSE: WFC) is a diversified, community-based financial services 
company with $1.9 trillion in assets. Founded in 1852 and headquartered in San Francisco, 
Wells Fargo provides banking, insurance, investments, mortgage, and consumer and 
commercial finance through more than 8,600 locations, 13,000 ATMs, the internet 
(wellsfargo.com) and mobile banking, and has offices in 42 countries and territories to support 
customers who conduct business in the global economy. With approximately 269,000 team 
members, Wells Fargo serves one in three households in the United States. Wells Fargo & 
Company was ranked No. 27 on Fortune’s 2016 rankings of America’s largest corporations. 
Wells Fargo’s vision is to satisfy our customers’ financial needs and help them succeed 
financially. In 2015, Wells Fargo donated $281.3 million to 16,300 nonprofits, ranking No. 3 on 
the Chronicle of Philanthropy’s rankings of the top corporate cash philanthropists. Wells Fargo 
team members volunteered 1.86 million hours in 2015, serving more than 40,000 nonprofits. 
Wells Fargo’s corporate social responsibility efforts are focused on three priorities: economic 
empowerment in underserved communities, environmental sustainability, and advancing 
diversity and social inclusion. News, insights and perspectives from Wells Fargo are also 
available at Wells Fargo Stories. 
 
 
 (For more information, please contact Media Relations at 407.317.3458) 

 
 
### 

 
 OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: ADA 
Coordinator & Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer: Carianne Reggio; Section 504 Coordinator: Latonia Green; Title IX 
Coordinator: Doug Patterson (407.317.3200). 
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