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Central Florida Public School Boards Coalition
2014 Legislative Priorities
Article IX of the Florida Constitution states:
“The education of children is a fundamental value of the people of the State of Florida.”
The 10 districts of this Coalition represent over 850,000 (33%) of all Florida students and their families.

STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY


Require Florida Department of Education (FDOE) to provide school districts with statistically
valid and reliable items for end of course exams (EOC’s).



Support a strategic phase-in of new standards and assessments that hold students and schools
harmless until data is available to accurately assess student performance and re-establishes the
integrity of the accountability system.



Hold in abeyance all consequences for students and schools until the transition from FCAT to new
assessments is completed and validated.



Expand the ability for parents to waive testing of their Exceptional Student Education (ESE) child
and modify grading of ESE centers to a rating system where scores are not assigned to other
schools.



Support returning to the “two-year” enrollment requirement for English Language Learners (ELL)
before they are counted in the state accountability system calculation.



Support state standards and select an assessment that allows Florida's students to be fairly
compared with students in other states.



Provide adequate funding for infrastructure, technology and digital content to meet the 2015
state mandate for digital instructional materials.

INVESTMENT IN EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT


Repeal modifications made during 2013 session requiring districts to pay tuition for Dual
Enrollment students and reducing FTE earned for students taking courses beyond a full day.



Restore the Base Student Allocation (BSA) to the adopted 2007 regular Legislative Session
level.



Restore weighted school district postsecondary workforce funding and continue to balance the
formula.



Identify a stable funding source for all school district Capital Outlay needs by restoring the 2 mill
and provide equal access to all state public schools to receive PECO funds for district maintenance.



Allow districts the flexibility of following all SREF requirements.



Eliminate state regulation of locally levied, voter-approved taxes.



Support participation in the Streamlined Sales Tax and Use Agreement (tax on Internet sales).

SCHOOL CHOICE AND GOVERNANCE


Oppose out-of-state legislation that proposes any type of “parent trigger” mechanism or any
legislative proposal or amendment that usurps school boards’ constitutional authority.



Protect taxpayer dollars by ensuring all schools receiving state funds adhere to the same
accountability measures as traditional public schools.



Support any further legislative initiative to reduce unnecessary requirements and regulations on
schools and districts.

